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!n  1984  North  western  State  University  is 
celebrating  its  centennial.  One  hundred  years  ago  it 
^05  established  as  the  first  teacher-training  in- 
stitution in  Louisiana.  During  its  tang  and  varied 
history  the  University,  as  a  keystone  of  the  state's 
educational  system,  has  undergone  numerous 
changes  and  met  serious  challenges.  Its  development 
from  a  two-building  secondary  school  to  a  modern 
muUifaceted  university  has  not  always  been  smooth 
and  uninterrupted.  But  it  has  always  been  exciting 
and  interesting.  The  participants  have  been  many- 
administrators,  students,  faculty,  alumni,  friends- 
all  contributing  in  some  way  to  Northwestem's 
success  story.  As  a  part  of  the  University 's  centennial 
celebration  a  comprehensive,  scholarly  history  of  the 
University  is  being  prepared.  The  following  synopsis 
has  been  drawn  from  the  middle  chapters  of  this 
history  which  will  be  published  by  the  Northwestern 
State  University  Press  in  1984.  A  synopsis  of  the 
early  chapters  appeared  in  the  Winter,  1983,  issue  of 
the  Alumni  Columns.  To  taste  the  flavor  of  the 
University  completely  one  should  read  the  entire 
book. 

Although  disappointed  at  leaving  the  Louisiana 
State  Normal  College  in  June,  1929,  V.L.  Roy  was 
perhaps  fortunate,  for  less  than  four  months  later  the 
United  States  plunged  into  a  depression.  Across  the 
nation  college  presidents  faced  drastically  reduced, 
and  in  some  cases  nonexistent,  capital  outlay 
budgets,  diminished  salary  schedules,  and  destitute 
students  struggling  to  continue  their  academic 
pursuits.  The  gloom  over  American  institutions  of 
higher  learning  was  especially  pronounced  in  the 
early  years  of  the  Great  Depression  which  started 
with  the  stock  market  crash  of  October,  1929.  In  the 
later  years  of  the  depression,  which  hung  like  a 
ghostly  pall  over  the  nation  throughout  the  1930s, 
massive  doses  of  federal  and  state  relief  began  to 
revitalize  American  colleges  as  well  as  the  general 
economy.  Building  projects  and  student  aid  primed 
by  New  Deal  funding  infused  new  life  into  campuses 
across  the  United  States. 

The  State  Normal  College  experienced  the 
depression  and  recovery  under  the  administrations  of 
two  presidents,  William  White  Tison  and  Albert  Asa 
Fredericks.  President  Tison  directed  the  institution 
during  the  bleak  period  from  1929  to  1934.  In  those 
years  the  physical  appearance  of  the  college  changed 
very  little  with  only  one  new  building,  a  men's 
gymnasium,  being  erected.  On  the  academic  side, 
significant,  but  generally  httle  noted,  improvements 
were  made.  Curricula  were  modified  and 
strengthened,  new  departments  and  programs  such  as 
commerce  were  introduced,  and  the  Hrst  national 
honor  society  installed  on  campus.  Running  afoul  of 
Huey  P,  Long,  President  Tison  was  replaced  with 
A. A.  Fredericks  in  1934.  Both  men  were  bom  and 
reared  in  rural  north  Louisiana,  had  extensive  public 
school  teaching  experience,  and  were  chosen  from 
the  ranks  of  the  Normal  faculty  for  elevation  to  the 
presidency.  But  there  the  similarities  ended.  A, A, 
Fredericks  was  a  very  astute,  pro-Long  leader  who 
was  a  combination  of  politician  and  educator.  In 
fact,  he  had  the  distinction  of  serving  as  president  of 
the  State  Normal  College  and  state  senator  from  the 
twenty-fourth  district  simultaneously,  a  very  unusual 
position  even  in  Louisiana. 

Because  of  his  political  savvy  and  Long  con- 
nection, President  Fredericks  was  able  to  obtain 
incredible  funding  through  state  and  federal 
programs.  During  his  administration,  the  physical 
appearance  of  the  Normal  changed  more  than  at  any 
previous  time  with  the  construction  or  improvement 
of  thirty-nine  buildings  and  beautification  of  the 
grounds.  Prominent  among  the  new  structures  were  a 
fine  arts  building  (later  appropriately  named  for 
President  Fredericks),  Caspari  Hall,  a  new  library,  a 
student  center,  and  natatorium.  On  the  academic 
side,  innovations  were  less  striking  but  curricula  were 
expanded  with  the  addition  of  a  liberal  arts  program 
and  the  semester  system  was  instituted.  Under 
Presidents  Tison  and  Fredericks  there  were  faculty 
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Campiu  Hfe  at  Lonlsiaiia  State  Normal  College  was 
drastically  affected  by  World  War  n.  The  top  photo 
appeared  on  the  cover  of  a  pamphlet  advertising  the 


Naval  Flight  Prepartory  School  at  Normal  College. 
Students  received  their  first  flight  training  from  the 
group  of  flight  instructors  In  the  bottom  photo. 
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A  Message 
from 
The  President 

By  Dr.  Joseph  Orze 


Morrison  Banquet  to  Honor  Graduates 


We  are  rapidly  approaching  the 
half-way  poini  of  fhe  University's 
Ceniennial  year,  and  it  has  been  a 
most  gratifying  and  encouraging 
one  in  terms  of  alumni  activity  and 
support  this  far.  From  the  day  I  first 
visited  the  University,  people  have 
repeatedly  told  me  how  much  they 
love  Northwestern  and  how  much 
the  University  has  meant  to  them,  to 
Natchitoches  and  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  That  love  and  respect 
has  truly  manifested  itself  over  the 
past  several  months. 

To  begin  with,  approximately  800 
friends  and  alumai  bought  tickets  to 
the  Ceniennial  Extravaganza  and 
helped  the  University  be  the 
recipient  of  over  $60,000  for 
scholarship.s  and  recruiting.  The 
Foundation  and  Alumni 
Association  has  already  released 
$10,000  to  aid  the  University's 
recruiters  attract  additional  out- 
standing students  to  the  University 
lor  the  Fall  1984  term.  The  Ex- 
iravaganza  was  a  huge  success  with 
everyone  ot  the  over  600  attendees 
having  a  grand  lime  and  asking  the 
University  lo  do  something  similar 
on  a  yearly  basis. 

The  pledge  program  fund  drive  is 
moving  very  well  and  being  met  with 
cnihusia.sm.  We  hope  to  be  able  to 
give  you  a  very  positive  report  on  its 
progress  in  the  near  future. 

While  the  pledge  program  is 
looking  to  establish  a  larger  en- 
dowment for  the  University  in  the 
near  future,  we  are  also  looking  to 
the  longer  term  planning  for  the 
future.  Through  the  leadership  of 
the  office  of  External  Affairs  and 
ihe  Foundations  long  range 
planning  commiliee,  we  are  working 
with  a  wide  variety  of  insurance 
agencies  to  develop  a  deferred 
giving  program  for  support  of  the 
University.  The  initial  response  has 
been  excellent,  and  we  look  forward 
lo  a  most  successful  campaign.  As 
Ihe  deferred  giving  program 
develops,  we  will  keep  you  up  lo 
dale  with  its  progress. 

One  of  Ihe  most  pleasing  oc- 
currences for  me  has  been  ihe  active 
involvement  of  ihe  University's 
various  alumni  chapters  in  the 
Ceniennial  Celebration.  The 
chapters  arc  growing  in  numbers 
and  activities,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
and  appreciation  that  I  follow  iheir 
doings.  In  fact,  it  has  been  a  most 
satisfying  experience  for  me  to  share 
in  some  of  the  chapters'  aciiviiies, 
Ihe  most  recent  being  on  April  28, 
when  the  Baton  Rouge  Chapter 
hosted  a  Centennial  Ball.  It  was  a 
fun  night  made  extra  special  by 
Governor  Edwards'  proclamation 
of  April  28,  1984.  as  Northwestern 
Slate  University  Day  in  Baion 
Rouge.  I  hope  to  be  able  lo  be  with 
more  alumni  as  their  chapters 
celebrate  the  Centennial,  and  I 
really  look  forward  to  many  chapter 
coniingents  being  on  campus  for  the 
Centennial  Homecoming  on  Oc- 
tober 6. 

We  are  making  slow  but  steady 
strides  forward  at  Northwestern, 
and  your  support  is  a  tremendus 
help  m  our  continuing  pursuit  of 
jxcellence. 


Several  distinguished  Nor- 
thwestern graduates  in  the  busings 
area  will  be  recognized  Saturday, 
June  30,  at  the  Noble  B.  Morrison 
Endowment  Fund  Banquet. 

Sponsored  by  the  College  of 
Business  and  Applied  Science  and 
the  NSU  Foundation,  the  banquet  is 
scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Student  Union  Ballroom. 

Banquet  tickets  are  $10  each  and 
can  be  ordered  by  writing  the  Office 
of  External  Affairs.  Northwestern 
State  University,  Natchitoches,  La. 
71497.  Checks  and  money  orders 
must  be  made  payable  to  the  Noble 
Morrison  Endowment  Banquet. 

According  to  Mrs.  Willia  Hamby 
Sewell,  who  is  coordinating  the 
banquet,  business  graduates  of  NSU 
were  asked  in  March  to  nominate 
anyone  they  felt  deserving  of 
recognition  as  a  distinguished 
graduate  in  the  business  area. 

At  press  time  for  the  Alumni 
Columns,  Dr.  Barry  Smiley,  dean  of 
business  and  applied  science,  had 
not  announced  the  names  of  the 
distinguished  graduates. 

In  addition  lo  recognizing 
distinguished  graduates,  the 
banquet  will  also  honor  professor 
Noble  B.  Morrison,  who  came  to 
Normal  in  1930  and  spent  35  years 
as  NSU's  head  of  the  busines 
department. 


His  contributions  to  the 
development  of  a  sound  education- 
for-business  curriculum  will  be 
perpetuated  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Noble  B.  Morrison  En- 
dowment Fund. 

George  T.  Walker  of  Monroe  and 
Firal  Ryder  of  Natchitoches  are  co- 
chairmen  of  the  fund  drive  which  is 
designed  to  raise  at  least  $100,000 
for  the  College  of  Business  and 
Applied  Science, 


In  order  to  attract  an  increasing 
number  of  young  scholars  and  to 
supplement  the  resources  of 
working  students  in  need  of 
financial  assistance,  the  College  of 
Business  needs  a  stable  and  sub- 
stantial source  of  funds/'  the  co- 
chairmen  stated. 

For  additional  information  about 
the  banquet  and/or  the  Noble  B. 
Morrison  Endowment  Fund,  call 
Mrs.  Willia  Sewell  at  (318)  357-5612 
or  352-4591. 


Honorary  Doctorate  Degree 
Conferred  on  Dr.  E.B.  Robert 


Dr.  Edward  B.  Robert  of  Baton 
Rouge,  dean-emeritus  of  Louisiana 
State  University,  received  the 
honorary  doctorate  of  humane 
letters  from  Northwestern  State 
University  on  May  19. 

The  honorary  doctor's  degree  was 
conferred  on  Robert,  who  received 
his  bachelor's  degree  from  Nor- 
thwestern in  1924,  as  the  highlight 
of  NSU's  spring  commencement 
exercises. 

Robert,  who  recently  donated  his 
complete  library  and  other 
memorabilia  to  NSU's  Center  for 
the  History  of  Louisiana  Education, 
is  only  the  second  person  to  be 
selected  to  receive  an  honorary 
doctorate  from  Northwestern.  The 
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first  such  honor  was  conferred  in 
the  mid-l970*s  on  Bill  Dodd,  former 
lieutenant  governor  and  state 
superintendent  of  education. 

Robert,  the  recipient  of  master's 
and  doctor's  degrees  from  George 
Peabody  College  for  Teachers  in 
Nashville,  Tenn..  served  from  1935 
to  1964  as  a  faculty  member  and 
administrator  at  Louisiana  State 
University.  His  tenure  at  LSU  in- 
cluded five  years  as  professor  of 
education  and  director  of  teacher 
training.  For  the  last  24  years,  he 
was  dean  of  the  School  of 
F.dncation. 


DR.  EDWARD  B.  ROBERT 

The 

Alumni 

Columns 

Official  Publications  of 

Norlhweslern  Stale  Univrrsily 

Alumni  Association 

Natchitoches,  Louisiana 

Orftanized  in  1894 

A  member  of  Ihe 

American  Alumni  Council 

VolumeXXXX  NunibeT9 

Summer  1984 
Published  quarterly  by   Northwestern  Si»if 
llnlversity.     Editorial     offices     located     in 
Prather  Coliseum.   I':ntered  as  second-class 
matter  under  Act  of  Auftusi  4.  1912. 

NSU  ALtMNI  OFFICERS 

President Raymond  Arthur 

Natchitoches.  1964 

Vice-President Parker  Wiggins 

Monroe.  1941 

Secretary -Treasurer Rav  Carney 

Natchitoches.  1967 

Fxeculive  Director Gary  Jones 

Natchitoches.  1975 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Dial Baton  Rouge.  1935 

Ladd  Alexander Shrevcport.  1950 

Daniel  E.  Sullivan New  Orleans.  1968 

Slan  Powell Shreveporl.  1948 

Carroll  Long Lafayette.  1970 

Dale  Bernard Lake  Charles.  1972 

STUDENT  REPRESENTIVE 
J.  Tod  Klotibacb,  Natchitoches  SGA  President 


♦  ♦  1^ 


Some  of  the  650  guests  at  the  NSU  Centennial  Ex- 
travaganza gather  around  long,  decorated  tables  of 
food  near  the  latticed  gazebo,  which  centered  the 
coliseum.  Massive  arrangeinents  of  trees  and  flowers. 


huge  columns,  ornate  bars,  hundreds  of  balloons, 
cocktail  tables,  lamps  and  candles  and  other  special 
lighting  effects  turned  the  coliseum  into  a  courtyard 
and  garden. 


Northwestern  president  Dr.  Joseph  Orze.  right, 
and  former  president  Dr.  Arnold  Kilpatrick 
greeted  guests  at  the  NSU  Centennial  Ex- 
travaganza. Kilpatrick  is  chairman  of  the  five-year 
Centennial  Development  Campaign,  and  Orze  is 
honorary  chairman. 


Extravaganza  Generates  $60,000  for  NSU 


More  than  650  friends  and  alumni  of  Northwestern 
enjoyed  fine  foods,  dancing,  music  and  other  en- 
tertainment during  the  NSU  Centennial  Ex- 
travaganza March  24  in  an  elaborately-decorated 
Prather  Coliseum. 

Sponsored  by  the  Northwestern  Alumni 
Association  and  NSU  Foundation,  the  event 
generated  more  than  $60,000  in  profits  for  Nor- 
thwestern scholarships  and  kicked  off  a  five-year 
Centennial  Development  Campaign  at  the  university. 


b 


A  portrait  of  the  late  A.A.  Fredericks,  former 
president  of  Northwestern,  was  unveiled  by  his  wife 
during  ceremonies  March  2  dedicating  the  $11 
million  Center  for  Creative  and  Performing  Arts  in 
his  memory.  At  left  Is  NSU  president  Dr.  Joseph  J. 
One. 


Extravaganza  general  chairman  Jerry  Pierce 
termed  the  event  a  '*huge  success  that  was  a  tribute  to 
dozens  of  alumni,  townspeople  and  faculty  and  staff 
members  who  worked  together  for  weeks  to  produce 
one  of  the  most  unique,  enjoyable  and  worthwhile 
activities  in  the  history  of  Northwestern." 

Pierce  said  over  800  people  purchased  tickets  at 
$100  apiece  to  support  the  event  and  the  scholarship 
fund  "and  the  turnout  of  more  than  650  was  sur- 
prisingly good,  because  tickets  were  sold  throughout 
Louisiana  by  NSU  alumni  chapters." 

Center  Dedicated 
To  A.A.  Fredericlcs 

Northwestern  formally  dedicated  the  A.A. 
Fredericks  Center  for  Creative  and  Performing 
Arts  March  2.  with  such  events  as  band  and 
symphony  concerts,  a  major  theatrical  production 
and  art  exhibitions. 

The  $11  million  multi-arts  complex,  which 
opened  in  the  fall  of  1982  after  more  than  two 
years  of  construction,  was  dedicated  in  memory  of 
A.A.  Fredericks,  who  was  president  of  Nor- 
thwestern from  1 934  to  1941. 

Designed  to  serve  as  a  cultural  entertainment 
center  for  the  northwestern  region  of  Louisiana, 
the  A.A.  Fredericks  Center  for  Creative  and 
Performings  Arts  is  a  sprawling  ultra-modern  fine 
arts  complex  which  allows  interaction  of  music, 
art,  theatre  and  dance  programs. 

The  day-long  dedication  program  began  in  the 
Orville  J.  Hanchey  Art  Gallery  where  four 
exhibitions  were  on  display. 

The  NSU  Symphony  Band  and  Wind  Ensemble 
performed  in  the  Concert-Recital  Hall.  Included 
in  the  program  was  the  premier  performance  of 
"Ceremonial  Proclamation."  a  commissioned 
work  that  Dr.  Fisher  Tull  of  Huntsville,  Tex., 
composed  for  the  dedication  of  the  center. 

The  dedication  ceremony  featured  former  state 
Superintendent  of  Education  William  Dodd  as 
guest  speaker. 

In  Theatre  West,  a  matinee  performance  of 
'*rm  Getting  My  Act  Together  and  Taking  It  On 
the  Road"  was  presented. 

CuUninating  the  day-long  dedication  program 
was  the  Natchitoches-Norihwestern  Symphony 
Orchestra's  concert  in  the  Fine  Arts  Auditorium. 


NSU  Foundation  president  Lee  Posey  said  most  of 
those  who  attended  the  Extravaganza  and  scores  of 
other  friends  and  alumni  of  the  university  have  also 
made  financial  commitments  to  the  five-year 
development  program  scholarships  to  attract  out- 
standing students  to  Northwestern. 

Those  who  attended  the  Extravaganza  were 
greeted  at  the  coliseum  entrance  by  NSU  president 
Dr.  Joseph  Orze  and  former  president  Dr.  Arnold 
Kilpatrick.  who  is  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Cen- 
tennial Development  Campaign. 


Demon  Mascot  at  the  Extravaganza 


The  Problem  with  Education 


y 


FRASER  SNOWDEN 


'Future  of  Education' 
Explores  Key  Issues 

A  state-wide  conference  on  the  "Future  of 
Education"  will  be  conducted  Nov.  9-10  as  one  of 
the  major  events  to  celebrate  Norihwesiern  State 
University's  centennial  year. 

National,  regional  and  local  authorities  in  the 
fields  of  humanities  and  education  wilt  be  at  NSU 
that  weekend  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  issues  of 
kindergarten  through  12th  grade  and  higher 
education,  minority  education,  lifelong  learning  and 
independent  scholarship,  the  computer  revolution  in 
the  classroom,  and  the  realtionship  between  the 
humanities  and  business. 

Co-directors  of  the  conference  are  Dr.  Frederick  J. 
Gies.  professor  and  dean  of  the  College  of  Education 
ai  Northwestern,  and  Dr.  Maxine  Taylor,  professor 
and  head  of  NSU's  Deparimeni  of  History,  Social 
Sciences  and  Social  Work. 

The  Friday  and  Saturday  conference  is  funded  in 
part  by  a  $9,000  grant  from  the  Louisiana  Committee 
for  the  Humanities,  the  state  affiliate  of  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Humanities,  with  additional 
support  from  the  university. 

Featured  at  the  conference  as  the  keynote  speaker 
will  be  Dr.  John  I.  Goodlad,  director  of  the  UCLA 
Graduate  School  of  Education  and  author  of  the 
recent,  highly-acclaimed  study  entitled  "A  Place 
Called  School:  Prospects  for  the  Future." 

Other  nationally-known  speakers  will  include 
Ronald  Gross,  director  of  the  independent 
scholarship  project  at  Great  Neck,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  William 
Georgiades,  dean  of  the  College  of  Education  at  the 
University  of  Houston;  and  Dr.  Robert  Anderson 
and  Dr.  Karolyn  Snyder  of  Pedamorphosis,  Inc.,  an 
institute  which  promotes  educational  change  through 
leadership  development. 

"Rarely  does  any  state  have  an  opportunity  to 
assemble  such  prestigious  educators  to  confer  on  the 
major  issues  confronting  education  today,"  said 
Gies. 

Dr.  Taylor  added,  "Surely  there  is  no  better  way  to 
fix  our  course  in  a  technological  age  than  to  em- 
phasize that  the  study  of  history,  philosophy, 
literature  and  languages,  and  the  social  sciences  has 
much  to  contribute  to  an  understanding  of  the 
modern  world.  As  we  celebrate  Northwesiern's 
centennial.  I  am  pleased  that  we  will  honor  our  past 
by  focusing  on  the  future  of  these  studies." 

The  "Future  of  Education"  conference  at  Nor- 
ihwesiern is  expected  lo  attract  school  teachers  and 
administrators,  college  professors,  governmental  and 
business  leaders,  and  the  general  public  from 
throughout  Louisiana  and  neighboring  states. 

Admission  to  the  conference  is  free,  except  for 
teachers  attending  for  Professional  Improvement 
Program  credit.  The  PIP  registration  fee  for  the 
Saturday  session  will  be  $30. 

For  additional  information,  call  (318)  357-6187  or 
357-6195  or  write  the  "Future  of  Education" 
Conference,  College  of  Education,  Northwestern 
State  University.  Natchitoches.  La.  71497 


By  Fraser  Snowden 

Through  the  years  in  pondering  the  nature 
education  with  philosophy  students.  I  have  posed 
two  questions:  What  single  color  do  you  associate 
with  school  rooms?  Where  were  you  when  you 
learned  the  three  most  important  things  you  know? 
Invariably,  the  answer  to  the  first  is  "gray.  That 
young  people  perceive  their  'official'  educational 
environments  as  colorless  and,  perhaps  by  im- 
plication, lifeless  and  that  they  regard  what  they  are 
exposed  to  in  schools  and  colleges  as  unimportant  is 
not  only  troublesome.  It  is  shocking.  Shockmg 
because  we  spend  vast  amounts  of  money  on  and 
devote  endless  hours  to  education.  How  could  such 
important  business  turn  out,  in  the  final  summing 
up,  to  be  so  fiat  and  meaningless? 

Oddly,   as   much   as   we   endorse   the   ideal   of 


Associate  Professor  of  Philosophy 

of  static,  and  information  about  this  fixed  reality  is 
"deposited"  in  the  student.  For  most  of  us,  this  is 
neither  a  new  idea  nor  an  uncommon  experience. 
"Narration.. .leads  the  students  to  memorize 
mechanically  the  narrated  content.  Worse  yet,  it 
turns  them  into  'containers,'  into  'receptacles*  to  be 
'filled'by  the  teacher.  The  more  completely  he  fills 
the  receptacles,  the  better  a  teacher  he  is.  The  more 
meekly  the  receptacles  permit  themselves  to  be  filled, 
the  better  students  they  are."  Ultimately,  this  system 
of  education  dehumanizes  the  student,  renders  him 
or  her  impotent,  a  passive  spectator. 

The  problem-solving  approach,  on  the  other  hand, 
stresses  dialogue,  a  dynamic  engagement  of  the 
student  in  the  process  of  social  reality,  a  participation 
in  the  transformative  process  that  is  the  real  world. 


education  and  pay  lip  service  to  its  value,  there  is  no   The  problem-solving  approach  envisions  education 
consensus  on  what  education  actually  is  or  what  it    as     directly     Hnked     to     liberation.        Authentic 

-  liberalion-the    process    of    humanization-is    not 

another  deposit  to  be  made  in  men.  Liberation  is  a 
praxis:  the  action  and  reflection  of  men  upon  their 
world  in  order  to  transform  it." 

Freire's  strong  protest  against  the  "banking" 
concept  is  akin  to  the  philosopher  Alfred  North 
Whitehead's  condemnation  of  an  education  obsessed 
with  dead  ideas.  "In  training  a  child  to  activity  of 
thought,  above  all  things  we  must  beware  of  what  I 
will  call  *inert  ideas'-that  is  to  say,  ideas  that  are 
merely  received  into  the  mind  without  being  utilised, 
or  tested,  or  thrown  into  fresh  com- 
binations...Education  with  inert  ideas  is  not  only 
useless:  it  is,  above  all  things,  harmful."  Education, 
in  short,  is  not  the  passive  acquisition  of  so  many  bits 
and  pieces  of  information.  "Culture  is  activity  of 
thought,  and  receptiveness  to  beauty  and  humane 
feelings.  Scraps  of  information  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it,"  Whitehead  writes. 

The  idolatry  of  isolated,  contextless  'facts'  is  the 
gravest  heresy  in  our  educational  system,  a  heresy 
manifested  and  perpetuated  by  the  deification  of 
standardized  "objective"  tests.  Students  find  their 
education  gray  and  meaningless  because  the  bits  and 
pieces  of  information  they  are  handed  are  free- 
floating  flotsam  and  jetsam  ungrounded  in  the  larger 
context  of  an  evolving,  processive  world.  Meaning  is 
a  function  of  context,  so  if  information  is  discon- 
nected from  the  larger  context,  it  is  in  the  most  basic 
sense  of  the  term  meaningless. 

The  question  lurking  here  seems  poignantly  ap- 
propriate in  1984.  the  Year  of  Orwell:  Is  the  ultimate 


should  be.  We  have  a  clear  sense  of  its  defects. 
Witness  the  recent  brouhaha  over  the  failures  of  our 
educational  system,  with  diverse  recommendations, 
of  course,  on  how  to  fix  it:  the  Carneige  Foundation 
Report,  Mortimer  Adier's  Paideia  Proposal,  the 
"Nation  at  Risk"  report,  John  Goodlad's  A  Place 
Called  School,  and  others.  In  a  plethoria  of  articles 
and  editorials,  both  experts  and  amateurs  have 
tackled  the  deficiencies  of  the  educational 
establishment.  We  read  about  the  demise  of  the 
humanities,  the  need  for  more  vocational  training, 
and  the  necessity  of  computer  literacy.  Those  who 
bemoan  the  fact  that  many  high  school  graduates 
(and  even  a  fair  number  of  college  graduates!)  can 
neither  read  nor  write  subject  us  to  tirades  against  the 
insidious  effects  of  television  or  the  woeful  lack  of 
discipline  in  the  classroom.  We  are  warned  that  we 
are  engaged  in  an  educational  arms  race  with  the 
Russians  and  that  if  we  do  not  elevate  students' 
standardized  test  scores  and  produce  more  missile 
engineers  and  nuclear  physicists  we  are  going  to  be 
ideologically,  as  well  as  militarily,  trounced  by  the 
Soviets.  We  need  to  resurrect  foreign  languages  in  the 
high  school  curriculum.  We  need  stiffer  standards: 
more  biology,  more  English.  More  realistic  stan- 
dards: less  English,  less  biology.  The  babel  of 
competing  voices  rendering  contradictory  diagnoses 
and  offering  conflicting  panaceas  is  bewildering. 
Doesn't  anyone  have  any  answers  that  can  gain 
universal  acceptance? 

Probably  not.  For  the  fact  is,  education  is  an 
empty  catagory.  an  algebraic  'x*  that  can  be  filled  in, 


and  is,  with  any  number  of  values.  Some  may  take  end  of  education  the  production  of  passive  drones 


this  as  unfortunate  and  may  experience  anxiety  over 
our  lack  of  a  settled  notion  of  what  education  is  all 
about.  But  I  tend  to  be  heartened  by  the  furor:  it 
indicates  an  abiding  interest  in  a  vital  issue. 

Regretfully,  recommendations  for  educational 
reform  often  lend  to  be  produced  in  a  piecemeal 
fashion,  although  an  experimental  tinkering  with  the 
system  will  probably  not,  in  the  long  run,  accomplish 
much.  If  the  organism  is  indeed  systemically  unwell, 
Bandaids  and  aspirin  will  hardly  restore  it  to  health. 
What  we  need  is  a  rigorous,  philosophical  rethinking 
of  the  concept  of  education.  We  need  to  be  radical,  in 
the  etymological  sense  of  the  term.  ("Radical" 
derives  from  the  Latin  radix,  meaning  "root.")  We 
must  dig  down  to  our  most  deeply  rooted  assump- 
tions about  the  nature,  function,  and  methods  of 
education  and  evaluate  them  critically.  We  must 
articulate  a  theory  which  can  guide  practice. 
Anything  short  of  this  will  be  ineffectual. 

Any  workable  theory  of  education  must  take  into 
consideration  the  dynamic,  ever-changing  nature  of 
the  modern  worid.  a  world  characterized  by  rapid 
technological  changes  and  the  emergence  of  in- 
creasingly more  complex  problems  such  as  the  threat 
of  thermonuclear  war  and  ecological  disaster,  the 
growing  political  demands  of  Third  Worid  nations, 
and  the  vicissitudes  of  global  economic  tensions. 

At  the  risk  of  oversimplification.  I  suggest  that  one 
of  our  most  important  tasks  in  reforming  education 
to  render  it  viable  in  our  difficult  moder  world  is  to 
cure  it  of  what  the  Brazilian  educator  Paulo  Freire 
terms  "narration  sickness.'  In  Pedagogy  of  the 
Oppressed,  Freire  compares  two  fundamentally 
opposed  methods  of  education:  the  "banking" 
concept  and  the  problem-solving  concept.  The 
former  treats  students  as  essentially  passive,  empty 
piggy  banks  to  be  filled  with  the  coins  of  wisdom 
possessed  by  the  teacher.  On  this  view,  reality  is 


who  conform  without  complaint  to  the  status  quo  or 
is  it  the  creation  of  humane  individuals  who  have, 
through  the  learning  process,  gained  tools  for  coping 
with  an  unpredictable  and  demanding  world?  The 
"narration     sickness"     which     infects     so     much 

(Continued  on  Page  10) 


"Only  the  educated  are  free."»Epi€letus 

"Aristotle  was  asked  how  much  educated  men 
were  superior  to  the  uneducated:  'As  much.'  said 


he,    'as 
Lacrtius 


the    living    to    the    dead." '-Diogenes 


"Human  history  becomes  more  and  more  a  race 
between  education  and  catastrophe."-H.G.  Wells 

"Much  education  today  Is  monumentaJly 
Ineffective.  AD  too  often  we  are  giving  young 
people  cut  flowers  when  we  should  be  teaching 
them  to  grow  their  own  plants.""John  Gardner 

"It  Is  because  modem  education  Is  so  seldom 
inspired  by  a  great  hope  that  it  so  seldom  achieves 
a  great  result.  The  wish  to  preserve  the  past  rather 
than  the  hope  of  creating  the  future  dominates  the 
minds  of  those  who  control  the  teaching  of  the 
young.""Bertrand  Russell 

"Education  alone  can  conduct  us  to  that  en- 
joyment which  is,  at  once,  best  in  quality  and 
infinite  In  quantity.  "--Horace  Mann 

"Learning  Itself  is  life's  ultimate  purpose.  To 
learn  is  to  change.  Education  is  a  process  that 
changes  the  learner."-George  Leonard. 


NSU  Remembrances:  'Mystique,  Magnetism' 

Editor's     Note:     Jerry     Pierce.  and  white  beanie*;  haH  «,;<.„«, -„ ^1.  7  ^  AfcJ*Ma 


Editor's  Note:  Jerry  Pierce, 
assistant  to  the  president  at  Nor- 
thwestern State  University,  is  a  1961 
graduate  of  Northwestern,  He  has 
served  on  the  university  staff  for  19 
years.  Me  was  asked  to  comment 
during  this  Centennial  celebration  at 
the  university  on  what  Northwest rn 
means  to  him. 


Even  if.it  sounds  sentimental  and 
corny,  I  love  Northwestern  State 
University  and  have  all  these  27 
years  since  she  look  me  in  as  a 
scared,  skinny  freshman  kid  and 
slowly  pounded  into  me  a  sense  of 
direction  and  the  self-assurance  to 
at  least  pursue  the  goals  and 
challenges  of  adulthood. 

My  affection  and  respect  for 
Northwestern  have  grown  con- 
tinually deeper  over  a  long  and  close 
association  with  the  institution,  but 
this  year's  Centennial  celebration 
has  served  to  intensify  my  awareness 
of  how  much  Northwestern  really 
means  to  me. 

Like  so  many  others.  I  am  im- 
pressed by  its  beauty.. .the  majestic 
and  historically-rich  buildings  from 
the  past,  the  modern  new  structures, 
its  rolling  hills  and  stately  trees,  the 
lake  bordering  the  peaceful  campus. 

I  am  awed  by  the  treasures  in  its 
libraries.  laboratories  and 
museums,  by  the  wisdom  and 
compassion  of  so  many  of  its 
teachers  past  and  present  and  by  the 
heritage  and  traditions  of  a  school 
that  has  been  the  heartbeat  of  this 
region  for  a  century  now. 

While  taking  vast  pride  in 
Northwestern's  economic  impact  on 
this  area  and  in  its  reputation  as  the 
cultural,  educational  and  social 
center  of  North-Central  Louisiana, 
I  am  moved  most  by  the  in- 
stitution's personal  impact  on  so 
many  thousands  whose  lives  it  has 
touched...  and  changed...  and 
enriched. One  of  those  lives  was  mine. 

Northwestern  provided  me  with 

an  escape  from  the  almost-certain 

future  of  a  lifetime  in  a  hometown 

factory.  It  was  the  only  life  that  my 

family  and  most  other  families  in 

'■  that   town   had  ever  known.   This 

,  university    gave    me    a    broader, 

♦  brighter    perspective    and    opened 

personal  and  professional  horizons 

that  I  never  dreamed  possible. 

Friendships  born  here  a  quarter- 
century  ago  have  lasted  a  lifetime. 
Northwestern  had  reached  out  into 
the  marshes  and  bayous  of  South 
Luisiana  and  the  red  clay  hills  and 
piney  woods  of  the  Northern  part  of 
the  state  and  brought  us  all 
,  together. 

Varied  backgrounds  and  cultures 
and  ^  socio-economic  differences 
didn't  matter.  Northwestern  was 
our  common  bond. 

Our  friendships  flourished 
around  the  jukebox  at  The  Ren- 
a<^zvous  and  were  fortified  during 
l^te-night  stops  for  chili  at  the  Circle 
I  Cafe.  We  solved  most  of  the  world's 
problems  over  coffee  and  donuts  at 
''1^' Old  Student  Center. 

We  danced  to  the  Demonaires, 
'-'overed  our  crewcuts  with   purple 


and  white  beanies,  had  wiener  roasts 
at  Grand  Ecore  and  picnics  at  Shell 
Beach,  suffered  through  all-night 
cram  sessions  for  big  tests,  went  to 
movies  at  the  Don  and  the  old  Cane 
Theatre. 

Some  of  us  paid  the  price  for 
smugglmg  beer  into  our  dorm 
rooms  and  for  rowdy  poker 
sessions... even  for  manufacturing 
our  own  booze  in  the  woods  near 
the  dairy  farm.  Dean  Fulton  and 
Dean  Nichols  issued  harsh 
punishment,  but  their  stern  faces 
cracked  with  traces  of  un- 
derstanding, sympathetic  smiles. 

We  hitchhiked  to  Shreveport  for 
State  Fair  weekends,  harassed 
opposing  teams  and  referees  at 
basketball  games  in  the  old  gym. 
gathered  in  the  square  betweeri 
Carondelet,  Agnes  Morris,  Kale 
Chopin  and  Audubon  Halls  to  yell 
and  whistle  at  the  girls  as  they 
walked  from  their  dorms  to  old 
Bienville  Dining  Hall. 

NSU 

Centennial 

"Northwestern 
Is  Our 
Common 
Bond. " 

by  JERRY  PIERCE 

There  were  regular  softball  and 
touch  football  games  around  the 
"Frames"  and  Rebel  Hall  and  the 
Brick  Shack.  Friendships  even  grew 
during  hours  spent  reluctantly  in  the 
library  digging  up  material  for 
research  papers. 

1  met  and  fell  in  love  with  the  girl 
that  I  would  marry  while  we  were 
students  at  Northwestern.  Its  proms 
and  pep  rallies  and  concerts  and 
plays  were  our  social  life.  Our 
romantic  refuge  was  on  its  lakefront 
or  on  dimly-lighted  sidewalks  and 
dormitory  steps.  We  ran  and 
laughed  in  its  fields,  relaxed  and 
dreamed  under  its  shade  trees  and 
grew  up  in  its  dormitories  and 
classrooms. 

We  started  a  family  here  and 
shuffled  a  baby  back  and  forth 
between  classes  arranged  around 
jobs,  chores  and  baby-sitting.  We 
thought  selling  coke  bottles  and 
even  blood  to  help  pay  for  the 
groceries  was  really  tough  until  we 
discovered  that  most  of  our 
neighbors  in  Vets  Town  were  doing 
the  same  thing. 

The  four  years  as  a  student  at 
Northwestern  raced  by.  It  seemed 
that  there  were  only  hours  or  days- 
certainly  not  years-between  the 
time  1  stumbled  bewildered  and 
confused  through  my  first 
registration  lines  and  the  night  a 
sudden  summer  rainstorm  wrecked 
our  outdoor  graduation. 

Northwestern  opened  doors  to  a 
promising  career  in  journalism.  The 


job  on  the  New  Orleans  newspaper 
was  enjoyable  and  exciting.  The  pay 
was  good.  We  bought  a  new  home 
m  the  suburbs  and  a  new  car  and 
had  an  addition  to  the  family. 

But  our  Northwestern  roots  were 
deep  and  sturdy  and  enduring  We 
welcomed  any  news  or  contact  from 
the  school.. .football  scores,  alumni 
mailouts,  Homecoming  invitation. 
On  summer  vacations,  we  returned 
to  the  campus  and  reminisced  about 
the  happy  days  and  hard  times  ot 
college  life. 

Gratitude  for  the  opportunity  to 
be  a  part  of  Northwestern  grew 
more  intense  the  longer  we  stayed 
away.  Northwestern  had  provided 
and  nurtured  knowledge,  skills, 
principles,  ideals  and  altitudes  that 
would  shape  our  lives  forever. 

The  telephone  call  form  the 
campus  in  the  summer  of  1965  was 
completely  unexpected.  There  was  a 
position  open  in  the  news  bureau, 
and  a  journalism  graduate  was 
needed.  The  pay  was  $4,000  a  year 
less  than  l  was  making  in  New 
Orleans.  That  was  a  time  when 
$4,000  was  a  third  of  my  salary  and 
a  lot  of  money.  It  didn't  matter.  We 
came  back  home. 

My  kids  grew  up  on  the  cam- 
pus...in  the  lab  schools  and  on  the 
playgrounds.  They  fed  ducks  on 
Chaplin's  Lake,  flew  kites  in  the 
pastures,  followed  heroes  on 
athletic  teams,  tagged  along  with  me 
to  sports  events,  plays,  pageants, 
festivals,  conventions  and 
assemblies  and  entertained  them- 
selves in  outer  offices  and  hallways 
while  I  knocked  out  stories  and 
called  newspapers. 

It  was  not  surprising  that  both 
boys  enrolled  at  Northwestern  after 
high  school  graduation,  i  fought 
back  tears  when  Randy  walked 
across  the  stage  to  receive  his  college 
diploma.  I  was  proud  that  he  was 
graduating  but  elated  that  he  was 
becoming  a  graduate  of  Nor- 
thwestern. 

Like  any  institution,  Nor- 
thwestern has  traveled  across 
mountaintops  and  valleys  over  these 
nearly  two  decades.  I  have  ex- 
perienced the  agony  of  the 
university's  defeats  and  have  shared 
the  thrills  and  ecstacy  of  its 
triumphs. 

I  feel  the  pain  and  emptiness  of 
loss  as  the  university's  great  people 
leave  or  die  or  retire... John  Kyser, 
Harry  Turpin,  Alfred  Ducournau, 
Guy  Nesom,  Rene  Bienvenu,  Doc 
Marx,  A.  A.  Fredericks,  Walter 
Ledet,  Jack  Clayton,  Leo  Albritten, 
Red  Thomas,  John  Jones,  Clarence 
Dugdale,  Otis  Crew,  Sarah  Clapp, 
Ora  Williams,  Mamie  Tariton, 
Dudley  Fulton,  Catherine  Winters. 
Leonard  Nichols,  Prof.  Nelken, 
Waldo  Dunnington,  Cracker 
Brown,  Eugene  Watson,  Leroy 
Miller,  Everett  Webber.  John 
Merrill,  Noble  Morrison,  Arnold 
Kilpatrick  and  so  many,  many 
more. 

But  while  mourning  the  departure 
of  those  who  were  for  so  long  the 
heart  and  soul  of  the  institution.  I 
have  also  been  impressed  and  in- 
spired by  relative  newcomers  who 
strive  to  take  their  places.  They 
bring  to  this  old  school  fresh  ideas, 
a  new  vitality  and  youthful,  un- 
bridled energy. 


1  have  painful  memories  of  the 
deaths  and  destruction  of  so  many 
of  Northwestern's  favorite  old 
buildings  and  landmarks.. .Guardia 
Caldwell.  Bienville.  Bullard,  the 
Student  Center,  the  water  tower 
with  its  lighted  "N."  Yet  I  am 
proud  of  the  modern  new  facilities 
that  have  helped  Northwestern 
remain  young  and  vibrant  and 
alive.. .the  library,  fine  arts  com- 
plex, stadium,  fieldhouse.  outdoor 
recreation  complex,  teacher 
education  center  and  others. 

On  thi.s  hundredth  birthday. 
Northwestern  reveals  the  aches, 
pains  and  vulnerabilities  of  its  age! 
But  the  continual  transfusion  of 
bright  new  students,  dedicated 
teachers  and  loyal  alumni  helps  keep 
the  school  flexible,  versatile, 
energetic  and  young  at  heart. 

And  the  school  will  always  be 
rich,  because  there  are  so  many  of 
us  who  can  never  repay  our  debts  to 
Northwestern,  regardless  of  the 
countless  nights  and  weekends  and 
holidays  and  extra  sweat,  blood  and 
tears  that  we  devote  to  the  in- 
stitution. 

There  are  too  many  like  me  who 
are  sincerely  concerned  about  any 
decision  or  course  of  action  we  take 
that  might  leave  the  tiniest  scratch 
on  the  institution  and  who  lake 
pride  in  anything  wc  have  possibly 
done  over  the  years  to  smooth  out 
even  its  tiniest  wrinkle. 

Northwestern,  even  at  100.  will 
continue  to  prosper  and  progress, 
because  it  is  blessed  with  tfie  support 
of  a  huge,  loving  family... a  family 
of  alumni,  students,  friends  and 
faculty.  They  complain  at  times,  but 
only  because  they're  genuinely 
concerned.  They  criticize,  but  just 
because  they  sincerely  care. 

My  confidence  in  Northwestern's 
future  is  bolstered  daily  when  young 
graduates  call  or  come  back  to 
expre-ss  growing  feelings  of  loyalty 
and  commitment  to  their  alma 
mater  and  seem  almost  surprised  to 
learn  how  much  more  the  university 
means  to  them  the  longer  they  stay 
away. 

Their  love  for  Northwestern  will 
expand,  just  as  mine  has  over  the 
years.  Like  me,  they  will  continue  to 
feel  cold  shivers  down  their  spine 
every  time  they  listen  to  the  alma 
mater  or  the  fight  song  or  hear  the 
Demons  marching  band  or  see  a 
crowd  rise  to  its  feet  as  the  Nor- 
thwestern football  team  takes  the 
field. 

There  is  a  mystique  and  a 
magnetism  about  this  school  that 
captured  and  consumed  me  long 
ago.  Frequent  offers  of  better  jobs, 
more  money  and  a  brighter 
financial  future  have  diverted  my 
attention  temporarily  but  have 
never  really  competed  with  the 
charisma  of  this  campus. 

As  an  employee  of  Nor- 
th western... and  an  alumnus... and 
the  father  of  a  graduate. ..and  the 
parent  of  a  student,  I  am  ex- 
traordinarily proud  of  my  alma 
mater  in  its  Centennial  year.  I'm 
proud  that  it's  my  children's  alma 
mater,  and  I  hope  that  their  children 
and  their  grandchildren  will  become 
a  part  of  this  beloved  university 
during  its  exciting  second  century 
which  lies  ahead.  Happy  hundredth. 
Northwestern. 


Alumni  Names  in  the  News 

BATON  ROUGE-Miss  Josephine  Manuel  celebrated  her  lOOth  birthday  at 
the  Fountain  Lodge  Nursing  Home  on  March  19.  She  was  born  in  St.  Gabriel 
in  1884,  the  year  Norihwesiem  was  founded,  and  graduated  from  Louisiana 
State  Norma!  School.  She  taught  in  a  one-room  schoolhouse  on  the  At- 
chafalaya  River  from  1904  to  1908.  Miss  Manuel  also  taught  at  Whitehall 
Plantation,  in  a  private  school  she  established  in  Baton  Rouge  and  for  50  years 
at  Sacred  Heart. 

LOS  ANGELES-Valsin  A.  Marmillion  is  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hunt 
Marmillion/Associates.  Before  joining  the  firm.  Marmillion  was  manager  of 
pubhc  information  programs  for  Atlantic  Richfield  Company  of  Los  Angeles. 
where  he  was  responsible  for  developing  and  supervising  all  company  outreach 
programs  to  consumer,  education  and  other. public  interest  organizations. 
Before  joining  ARCO,  Val  served  for  nine  years  on  the  staffs  of  the  late  Sen. 
Allen  Ellender,  Sen.  Elaine  Edwards,  Congressman  Burt  Talcott  and,  until 
January  1981,  as  administrative  assistant  to  Congressman  John  Breaux. 
Marmillion  serves  on  the  boards  of  the  Los  Angeles  Theatre  Alliance  and  the 
National  Energy  Education  Day  project,  and  is  a  commissioner  of  the  County 
Supervisors  Association  of  the  California  Partnership  Commission. 

WASHINGTON,  D.C. -Raymond  D.  Slrother  is  the  political  media 
consultant  to  Sen.  Gary  Hart's  campaign  for  the  Democratic  presidential 
nomination.  The  former  student  of  Northwestern  owns  the  political  media 
consulting  firm  of  Raymond  D.  Slrother,  Ltd..  which  is  located  on  Capitol 
Hill.  For  the  Hart  campaign,  Strother  is  responsible  for  creating  and 
producing  radio  and  television  advertising,  including  40  television  ads.  He  is 
also  involved  in  the  strategy  and  decision-making  of  the  campaign.  In  addition 
to  Han,  other  senators  that  Strother  has  been  a  consultant  to  include  Bennett 
Johnston  and  Russell  Long  of  Louisiana,  John  Stennis  of  Mississippi,  Lloyd 
Bentsen  of  Texas  and  Dennis  DeConsini  of  Arizona.  Strother  is  a  former 
English  student  of  professor  Everett  Webber,  who  is  now  retired  from  the 
Northwestern  faculty. 

FORT  WORTH.  TEX.--Ray  Sawyer  of  Arlington,  Tex.,  has  been  elected 
president  of  Budget  Host  Inns.  Formerly  executive  vice-president.  Sawyer  is 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  chain  with  the  late  Ed  Semmler.  Sawyer  is  a  1959 
graduate  of  Northwestern  with  a  degree  in  business  administration.  According 
to  Sawyer,  Budget  Host  now  has  133  affiliated  inns  in  33  states  and  Canada. 

BIRMINGHAM,  ALA. -Carol  Rigdon  Arthur.  '67,  was  recently  awarded 
the  1984  Alabama  Special  Education  Teacher  Award  by  the  Alabama  Council 
for  Exceptional  Children.  She  is  a  vision  specialist  for  the  Birmingham  City 
School  System  and  vision  coordinator  and  instructor  for  the  Special  Education 
Department  at  the  University  of  Alabama  at  Birmingham. 

NEW  ORLEANS-William  B.  Fincher  has  been  promoted  to  vice-president 
of  Ingram  Corp.  of  New  Orleans.  He  assumed  his  current  position  of  con- 
troller in  1978  and  will  continue  to  serve  in  this  capacity.  Fincher  is  a  *66  ac- 
counting graduate. 

JENNINGS-Mrs.  Morgan  Smith  celebrated  her  96th  birthday  Jan.  28. 
When  she  attended  Normal,  she  was  known  as  Harriet  Jane  Sweeney  and 
graduated  with  a  two-year  certificate  in  1905.  Helping  her  celebrate  was  Mrs. 
P. A.  '*Pap'*  Dean  of  Colfax,  the  former  Jimmie  Straughn  who  receivd  a  B.S. 
m  1940  in  commerce  and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  commerce  fraternity. 
Also  in  on  the  celebration  was  Mrs.  David  Paul  Smith  of  Shreveport,  who  was 
Emily  S.  Tumminello  when  she  received  the  B.A.  degree  from  Northwestern  in 
1974.  Mrs.  Smith  is  Emily's  grandmother,  and  Mrs.  Dean  is  her  mother. 

SHREVEPORT-Dr.  Joe  L.  Green,  who  holds  the  B.S.  from  NSU  in  1958 
recently  presented  a  paper  at  the  36th  annual  meeting  of  the  Southeastern 
Philosophy  of  Education  Society  in  Mobile,  Ala.  He  is  professor  and  chair- 
man of  the  Department  of  Education  at  Louisiana  State  University  in 
Shreveport  His  paper  was  entitled  ''Hirst's  Forms  of  Knowledge  and  the 
rroDlem  of  Objectivity." 

COLLEGE  STATION.  TEX.-Dr.  Maurice  E.  Dennis  III  has  been 
promoted  to  full  professor  at  Texas  A  &  M  University,  where  he  serves  as 
director  of  the  safety  education  program.  Dennis  is  a  1964  graduate  of  Nor- 
thwestern. At  NSU,  he  was  a  mathematics  major  and  was  involved  in  Blue  Kev 
and  varsity  track.  He  received  his  master's  degree  from  Northwestern  in  1966. 

FORT  WORTH,  TEX.-H.  Keith  Presson,  a  '49  summer  graduate  is  vice- 
president  and  trust  officer  of  Texas  American  Bank,  where  he  specialL    in 
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HOUSTON,  TEX.-The  University  of  Texas  Health  Science  Center  at 
Houston  has  announced  that  Catherine  Hill  Emmons  and  Ron  Devfue  have 
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for  1984.  Both  are  graduates  of  the  Northwestern  baccalaureate  degree  nursin. 
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Student  Personnel  Alumni 
Organized  at  Reunion 

The  Student  Personnel  Alumni  Association  of  Northwestern  was 
reorganized  March  15-16  when  former  students  of  the  graduate-degree 
program  relumed  to  the  NSU  campus  for  the  Student  Personnel  Services 
Reunion. 

Elected  president  of  SPAAN  was  Sam  Smith,  assistant  dean  of  students  for 
student  services  at  Northwestern.  Other  officers  are  vice-president  Camille 
Hawthorne,  director  of  organizations  and  student  activities  at  NSU.  and 
secretary-treasurer  Mack  Palmour,  counselor  in  the  Office  of  Special  Services 
and  College  Success  at  Northwestern. 

Highlighting  the  reunion  was  a  luncheon  where  the  alumni  honored  Dr.  Gail 
Goodwin,  who  is  retiring  after  16  years  as  major  professor  in  student  per- 
sonnel services.  The  alumni  recognized  her  for  outstanding  services  to  the 
university  and  its  master's  degree  program  in  student  personnel  services. 

Also  honored  during  the  reunion  were  recipients  of  the  Gail  Goodwin 
Award:  Sam  Smith  of  Northwestern  and  Jimmy  Ferguson,  associate  dean  of 
students  at  Arkansas  Tech  University  and  chairman-elect  of  the  National 
Association  for  Campus  Activities. 

Any  former  student  of  the  student  personnel  services  program  with 
suggestions  or  comments  about  the  reunion  at  Homecoming,  addresses  of  SPS 
alumni  or  ways  to  improve  the  organization  are  asked  to  call  (3 1 8)  357-65 1 1  or 
write  Camille  Hawthorne,  P.O.  Box  5274.  Northwestern  State  University, 
Natchitoches,  La.  71497. 

State  Normal  College  Class  of  1934 
Sets  50th  Anniversary  at  Homecoming 

The  50th  anniversary  reunion  for  the  1934  graduating  class  of  Louisiana 
State  Normal  College  is  scheduled  for  Oct.  5-6  in  conjunction  with  Nor- 
thwestern State  University's  Centennial  Homecoming  Celebration. 

Mrs.  Velma  Wall  Knowles  of  Longview.  Tex.,  who  is  coordinating  the  '34 
Class  Reunion,  said  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  private  dining  room  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  in  Natchitoches  on  Friday.  Oct.  5,  at  12:30  p.m.  The  buffet 
luncheon  is  priced  at  $4.95. 

Mrs.  Knowles  said  a  block  of  rooms,  with  special  rates,  has  been  set  aside  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  for  '34  graduates  desiring  overnight  accomodations.  In 
making  reservations,  please  specify  Code  C34.  and  you  will  be  placed  with  the 
class  of  1934. 

Those  planning  to  attend  the  luncheon  on- Oct.  5  must  contact  '34  Class 
Reunion  coordinator  Mrs.  Velma  Wall  Knowles.  33  Rambling  Road, 
Longview,  Texas  75604  as  soon  as  possible.  Her  telephone  number  is  (214) 
759-5025. 
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NORTHWESTERN  STATE  UNIVERSITY 
CENTENNIAL  HOMECOMING  CELEBRATION 

Friday,  Sept.  28 
Tennis  Tournament 

Saturday,  Sept.  29 
Fishing  Tournament  on  Sibley  Lake 
Demon  Stampede  1  &  5-MUe  Runs 
Ladies'  Bingo  Brunch 
Tennis  Tournament 

Friday.  Oct.  5 

9  a.m.    Golf  Touraament 
1  p.m.    Centennial  Convocation 

7  p.m.    Alumni  Dinner  and  Social 

Saturday.  Oct.  6 

10  a.m.    Centennial  Homecoming  Parade 
12  noon    Alumni  Luncheon 

2  p.m.     Homecoming  FootbaU  Game: 
NSU  vs  Southwest  Texas  SUte 
4:30  p.m.    Reunions: 
Cheerleaders,    Student    Activities    Board    (formerly 
Student  Union  Governing  Board).  Student  Government 
Awodation  presidents  and  other  ofncers,  Entertainers, 
Alumni  Band  of  100,'  Home  Economics,  Blue  Key, 
Homecoming  Queens,  Student  Personnel  Services  and 
the  Classes  of  1924,  '34,  '44,  '54.  '64  and  '74.  Other 
reunions  will  be  announced  later. 

if  anyone  would  like  to  organize  or  help  coordinate  a 
class  or  special  interest-type  reunion,  please  contact  the 
Office  of  External  Affairs  at  NSU. 

8  p.m.    The  Centennial  BaU  In  Prather  CoUseum 

Make  plans  now  to  attend  the  lOOth  birthday  celebration  of  Nor- 
ihwestern  State  University.  Detailed  information  about  the  Homecoming 
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Folk  Festival  Features  Carter  Family,  Education 


The  legendary  Carter  Family, 
which  has  earned  the  title  of  "the 
first  family  of  country  music,'*  and 
education  will  be  the  focal  points  of 
the  fifth  annual  Natchitoches  Folk 
Festival. 

Produced  by  the  Louisiana 
Folkhfe  Center  at  Northwestern 
Slate  University,  the  unique  folk 
festival  is  scheduled  for  Friday, 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  July  13-15,  in 
Prather  Coliseum. 

Sessions  include  the  Friday  Nighl 
music  Show,  8-11  p.m.;  Saturday 
Daytime  Program,  10  a.m. -6  p.m.; 
Saturday  Night  Music  Show,  8- 
11:30  p.m.,  and  the  Sunday 
Daytime  Program,  1 1  a.m. -6  p.m. 

Tickets  to  experience  a  program 
featuring  more  than  200  musicians, 
storytellers,  cooks,  dancers  and 
traditional  craftsmen  are  $4  for 
adults  and  $2  for  children  7  years 
and  older.  Four-session  ticket 
booklets  are  $12  for  adults  and  $8 
for  children. 

The  Carter  Family  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  will  be  the  special  musical 
highlight  of  the  1984  Natchitoches 
Folk  Festival.  The  group,  featuring 
two  daughters  of  the  late  Maybelle 
Carter,  is  scheduled  to  perform 
Saturday  at  3  p.m.  and  9  p.m. 

The  Natchitoches  Folk  Festivars 
Friday  Night  Music  Show,  which 
traditionally  opens  the  festival,  will 


Cheerleader  Reunion 
Set  for  Homecoming 

The  fifth  annual  Cheerleader 
Reunion  will  be  Oct.  6  as  pan  of 
Northwestern's  100th  anniversary 
Homecoming  celebration. 

Former  NSU  cheerleaders  who 
want  to  cheer  during  the  first  half  of 
the  game  between  the  Demons  and 
Southwest  Texas  at  2  p.m.  in  Turpin 
Stadium  should  bring  their  own 
uniforms.  Previous  cheerleader 
uniforms  are  desired,  but  short  sets 
or  tennis  outfits  are  acceptable.  A 
practice  session  and  refreshments 
are  planned  for  11  a.m.  in  Prather 
Coliseum. 

Former  NSU  cheerleaders  in- 
terested in  participating  in  the 
Cheerleader  Reunion  should  write 
Bonnie  Outlaw  Lytton,  1001  Fuller 
Wiser,  No.  1221.  Euless.  Tex., 
76039. 

Please  give  the  year  or  years  that 
you  were  a  Demon  cheerleader, 
your  complete  mailing  address  and 
telephone  numbers  and  addresses  of 
other  former  cheerleaders  if  you 
know  of  any. 

NSU  Co-Sponsoring 
''Huck  and  Jim'' Play 

Northwestern  is  one  of  the  co- 
sponsors  of  the  premier  season  of 
Logan  and  Pomahac*s  new  musical 
play.  **Huck  and  Jim  on  the 
Mississippi.*' 

Performances  at  8:15  p.m.  at  the 
Grand  Ecore  Amphitheatre  are 
scheduled  for  July  6-7,  12-14,  19-21, 
26-28  and  Aug.  2-4. 

Tickets  are  $8  for  adults,  $6  for 
students  and  senior  citizens,  and  $4 
for  children  12  years  and  under.  For 
information,  call  (318)  352-8072  or 
357-6196. 


feature    Gov.    Jimmie    Davis     the 
cajun  music  of  Beausoliel  and  the 
Central  Louisiana  Dixieland  Band. 
Performing     with     the     Carter 

Family  on  the  Saturday  Night  Music 
Show  will  be  the  East  Texas  String 
Band  and  Hadley  Castille  and  His 
Cajun 'Grass  Band. 

In  addition  to  a  variety  of  musical 
styles  and  traditions,  an  extensive 
collection  of  master  craftsmen  and  a 
wide  range  of  Louisiana  foods  the 
Natchitoches  Folk  Festival  each 
year  selects  one  of  Louisiana's 
industries  or  occupations  as  its 
theme. 


In  past  years,  the  multi-cultural 
festival  at  NSU  has  focused  on  the 
cotton  industry,  the  timber  in- 
dustry, the  oil  and  gas  industry,  and 
the  railway  industry.  In  1984, 
education  will  receive  the  full  at- 
tention of  the  festival. 

A  special  exhibit  showcasing 
education's  past,  present,  and 
future  developments  is  being 
developed  for  the  Natchitoches  Folk 
Festival,  where  a  one-room 
schoolhouse  will  be  the  centerpiece, 
by  Maxine  Southerland  of  NSU's 
Center  for  the  History  of  Louisiana 
Education. 
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Lyie  Knifnn  of  Big  Sandy,  Tex., 
won  first  place  and  a  $75  cash  prize 
m  Ihe  Centennial  Beard-Growing 
Contest.  The  entries  were  Judced  in 
April. 


NSU  Academic  Scholarships  Awarded 
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Twenty  graduating  high  school 
seniors  from  12  parishes  have  been 
awarded  Northwestern  State 
University  Academic  Scholarships 
valued  at  $5,000  over  four  years  to 
enroll  this  fall  at  NSU. 

Recipients  by  parish  of  the  NSU 
Academic  Scholarships  are:  Alien- 


Charles  Willis  Holland,  Oakdale; 
Avoyelles-Marie  Burke,  Cot- 
tonport  and  Suzette  Danielle  Sand. 
Mansura;  Caddo-Dewayne  Jemal 
Edwards,  Shreveport;  Lafourche- 
Suzanne  Nobey  Lucia  Delaunce, 
Thibodaux;  Natchitoches-Mark  E. 
Anderson     of     Clarence,     Darrin 


"SoDVcnin  of  a  Century,"  a  major  exhibit  of  memorablHa  from  the  past  100 
years  of  Northwestern**  hbtory,  opened  May  31  for  display  thoughout  19M  in 
the  Cammie  G.  Henry  Research  Center  of  the  Eugene  P.  Watson  Memorial 
Library.  Divided  into  10-year  spans  to  cover  from  the  ISSOs  to  the  1980s.  Ihe 
exhibil-which  required  over  two  months  to  assemble-was  developed  for  the 
Centennial  Celebration  by  MUdred  Lee  Gandy.  The  showcase  inthe  (op  photo 
b  dedicated  tothe  presidents  of  Northwestern,  and  Included  In  ihU  display  is 
Dean  Vamado*s  guestbook  with  many  of  the  presidents'  signatures.  Enclosed 
in  glass  in  the  lower  pholo  is  the  ledger  registering  Mary  E.  Washington  of 
Lincoln  Parish  as  the  first  student  to  enroll  at  Normal  in  1885. 


Bradford  Blom,  Thomas  David 
Elkins  and  Deborah  Ann  Graham 
of  Natchitoches,  and  Wayne 
"Ward"  Edward  Yates  Jr..  of 
Robeline;  Rapides-Timothy  Dean 
Buckner  and  Deborah  Jean  Knapp 
of  Pineville;  Red  River-Ronald 
Charles  Wise.  Coushaita;  Sabine- 
Michelle  Denese  Bliss  of  Zwollc  and 
Richard  Lynn  Clary  of  Many;  St. 
Landry  "Michele  Lavergne  of 
Opelousas  and  Michele  Catherine 
Barrere  of  Siidell;  Terrebonne-Jack 
Bryant  Bedell.  Houma;  Vernon- 
Lee  C.  Margulin.  Leesville  and 
Winn-Matt  Howard  Purser. 
Winnfield. 

Conservatory 
Accepts  Myers 

Northwestern  graduate  music 
student  Suzanne  Myers  of  Lafayette 
has  been  awarded  a  $5,400  full- 
tuition  scholarship  to  continue  her 
graduate  studies  this  fall  at  the 
renowned  College-Conservatory  of 
Music  at  the  University  of  Cin- 
cinnati in  Ohio. 

Miss  Myers  will  be  pursuing  a 
Master  of  Music  degree  in  per- 
formance, music  history  and 
literature. 

As  a  graduate  clarinet  student  and 
performer,  Miss  Myers  will  be 
among  more  than  340  talented 
vocalists  and  instrumentalist  from 
throughout  the  United  States  and 
several  foreign  countries  who 
comprise  the  graduate  population  at 
the  College-Conservatory  of  Music. 

Boutte  Receives 
Regents'  Award 

John  Milton  Boutte  of  Lake 
Charles,  who  received  the  Master  of 
Science  degree  in  clinical  psychology 
from  Northwestern  State  University 
in  May,  has  been  awarded  a  $10,000 
graduate  fellowship  by  (he 
Louisiana  Board  of  Regents. 

Commissioner  of  Higher 
Education  William  Arceneaux  said 
the  award  to  Boutte  is  to  be  used  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  doctoral  degree 
during  the  1984-85  academic  year. 
The  graduate  fellowship  may  be 
granted  a  maximum  of  three  times 
for  three  years  or  $30,000  support. 

The  Northwestern  graduate 
student  will  begin  this  fait  pursuing 
the  Ph.D.  in  clinical  psychology 
with  a  specialty  in  behavioral 
medicine  at  a  major  institution 
outside  Louisiana. 
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Mrs.  Marjorie  Dial  of  Baton  Rouge,  a  member  of  the  NSU  Alumni 
Association  board  of  directors,  and  Ray  Carney,  director  of  the  Office  of 
External    Affaire    at    Northwestern,    display    Gov.    Edwin    Edwards 
proclamation   declaring   Saturday.    April   M.   as   "Northwestern   Slate 
University  Day**  in  Baton  Rouge. 


The  Vernon  Parish  chapter  of  the  Northwestern  Stale  University  Alumni 
Association  sponsored  a  golf  tournament  March  17  at  the  Vernon  Country 
Club  in  Leesville.  BUI  Endris,  vice-president  of  the  chapter,  coordinated  the 
tournamenl.  Trophy  winners  for  the  event  were  (from  left,  back  row) 
Gordie  HoK,  Endris,  Foster  Thomas,  Bill  Stevens.  Tom  Welch,  and  James 
Miller;  (front  row)  Bubba  Lyies.  H.P.  Wallet,  John  Dollar.  Hal  Chapman, 
and  Dave  Ayrault. 
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The  Noe  FamUy-from  left,  James  A.  Noe  Jr..  Mre.  Betty  Noe  and  their 
daughter  Claire-participated  in  the  first  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corns 
Alunini  Reunion  and  the  annual  Military  BaU  which  was  held  March  10  at 
Northwestern  The  building  that  houses  the  military  science  program  at 
NSU  is  named  for  the  late  James  A.  Noe  Sr. 


Baton  Rouge  Chapter 

The  Baton  Rouge  chapter  of  the  Northwestern  Slate  University  Alumni 
Association  sponsored  a  Centennial  Celebration  dance  on  Saturday,  April 
28,  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  on  Florida  Boulevard. 

Over  100  alumni  and  friends  of  Northwestern  were  entertained  at  the 
dance  by  the  Louisiana  Sound  Stage  Orchestra. 

In  coordination  with  this  event.  Gov.  Edwin  Edwards  issued  a 
proclamation  declaring  Saturday,  April  28.  as  ^^Northwestern  State 
University  Day,"  in  Baton  Rouge. 

ROTC  Chapter 

Retired  Army  Brig.  Gen.  James  Bonsall  of  Bastrop,  class  of  1952,  was 
inducted  into  the  Reserve  Officers  Training  Corps  Alumni  Association  Hall 
of  Fame  and  the  Gov.  James  A.  Noe  Memorial  ROTC  Scholarship  Fund 
was  established  to  highlight  the  first  annual  ROTC  Alumm  Reunion  on 

March  10.  n^-^i-^    ai 

The  induction  of  Bonsall  into  .the  Northwestern  ROTC  Alumni 
Association  Hall  of  Fame,  where  he  joins  charter  member  Brig.  Gen.  Curtis 
F.  Hoglan  of  Fort  Bragg.  N.C.,  was  conducted  during  the  32nd  NSU 

Military  Ball. 

The  memorial  scholarship  fund  in  honor  of  former  Gov.  Noe  was 
established  during  ceremonies  attended  by  James  A.  Noe  Jr.  and  his  family 
from  Monroe.  The  fund  will  be  perpetuated  because  of  their  support  and 
generosity. 

The  ROTC  Alumni  Chapter  currently  has  100  active  members  and  plans 
to  increase  the  membership  to  200  by  Sept.  30. 

Blue  Key  Chapter 

Northwestern's  Blue  Key  Alumni  Chapter  was  officially  recognized  as  the 
first  such  organization  in  the  United  States  when  it  received  the  official 
charter  Saturday,  April  28,  during  the  25th  anniversary  banquet  honoring 
the  NSU  undergraduate  Blue  Key  Chapter. 

National  Blue  Key  president  Dr.  Richard  Reicherter  of  Emporia  State 
College  in  Kansas  attended  the  banquet  to  officially  recognize  the  alumni 
chapter. 

In  conjunction  with  the  silver  anniversary  banquet,  the  Blue  Key  Alumni 
Chapter  re-elected  Leanord  O.  Nichols  as  president.  Dr.  Frederick  C, 
Bosarge  as  vice-president,  Leanord  Blanton  as  recording  secretary  and 
Jimmy  Berry  as  corresponding  secretary. 

All  Northwestern  Blue  Key  Alumni  are  encouraged  to  join  the  Blue  Key 
Alumni  Chapter,  to  participate  in  the  Blue  Key  Alumni  Scholarship  drive 
and  to  maintain  contact  with  Northwestern  and  Blue  Key  through  com- 
munication with  either  Leanord  Blanton  or  Fred  C.  Bosarge,  c/o  Office  of 
Dean  of  Students,  Northwestern  State  University,  Natchitoches,  La.  7 1497. 

Northwest  Louisiana  Chapter 

NSU  head  football  coach  Sam  Goodwin  was  the  guest  speaker  when  the 
Northwest  Chapter  of  the  Northwestern  Alumni  Association  held  a 
crawfish  boil  April  28  at  the  Le  Bossier  Hotel  in  Bossier  City. 

Over  100  enthusiastic  NSU  alumni  and  supporters  attended  the  festivities, 
in  which  they  heard  Goodwin  give  a  very  favorable  forecast  for  the  1984 
season. 

Former  head  football  coach  Jack  Clayton  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the 
June  5  meeting  of  the  chapter. 

The  Northwest  Chapter  is  now  publishing  its  own  newsletter  entitled 
Northwest  Column.  In  order  to  receive  the  newsletter,  you  must  be  a 
member  of  the  Northwest  Chapter  of  the  NSU  Alumni  Association, 

The  chapter  has  also  made  plans  for  a  fun-filled  State  Fair  weekend  in 
October  and  bus  trips  to  all  NSU  home  football  games. 

To  join  their  efforts  to  support  Northwestern  and  receive  more  in- 
formation about  planned  events,  contact  George  Etheredge  at  (318)  869- 

Acadiana  Chapter 

The  Acadiana  Chapter  of  the  NSU  Alumni  Association  will  host  a  Cajun 
treat  cookout  July  26  in  Lafayette  for  Louisiana  high  school  coaches  who 
are  Northwestern  alumni. 

Members  of  the  NSU  coaching  and  Athletic  Department  staff  will  attend 
the  special  event  to  visit  with  Northwestern  Alumni  who  will  be  in  Lafayette 
to  participate  in  the  annual  Louisiana  High  School  Coaches*  Association 
Convention  and  All-Star  Games. 

On  June  2,  the  chapter  sponsored  a  crawfish  boil  and  a  two-hour  cruise 
on  the  Vermillion  Queen  in  Lafayette. 

For  additional  information  on  the  Acadiana  Chapter  and  their  events, 
contact  Carroll  Long  at  (3 1 8)  233-2432. 

Central  Louisiana  Chapter 

The  Central  Louisiana  Chapter  of  the  NSU  Alumni  Association  is 
sponsoring  a  party  Thursday,  Aug.  16.  for  all  Central  Louisiana  high 
school  graduates  who  plan  to  enroll  at  Northwestern  this  fall. 

This  will  be  an  informal  cookout  for  all  alumni  and  recent  high  school 
graduates  interested  in  Northwestern.  For  more  information,  contact  Stan 
Galhen  at  (318)487-5098. 

The  Central  Louisiana  Chapter  met  May  11  at  the  home  of  Larry  Robin 
and  enjoyed  boiled  crawfish.  Officers  were  elected  for  the  1984-85  academic 
year,  and  plans  are  now  being  made  for  various  activities  throughout  the 
next  year. 


